Newsletter #2
March 2020

Welcome to a different world!

The new currency
Course update:
The suspension of all courses for the foreseeable future has been a blow to all of us and
our diaries are suddenly empty. Three of our existing courses are continuing due to
enthusiastic, computer literate facilitators; two by email and one by conferencing software
Zoom. Elaine Jacobsen has offered to help any other facilitators who want to work with
Zoom. jacobsen@netc.net.au. For the rest of us who are online there are many ways we
can continue to enjoy learning. So in each newsletter there will be interesting safe web
sites to explore, ideas to productively occupy our time, perhaps a book or film review, and
maybe a few jokes to alleviate cabin fever. We welcome suggestions and contributions.

Pastoral care
We have several members who are not online – 2 in Literature, 2 in Mahjong, one in Hot
Topics, and one in Collectors.. If you are aware of a member of your course who does not
have an email address and you would like to give that person an occasional phone call,
please let us know and, with that person's permission, we can connect you. In fact, if any
member is willing to reduce the isolation of a member without a computer by making an
occasional phone call, I am happy to help make the connection.
From the Course Coordinator:
Online courses
Investigate the free online courses available from Future Learn. www.futurelearn.com
Many areas of interest each covered by a university lecturer from many different
universities around the world. You can sign up for a future course and will receive an email
when it starts. They are obligation free and offer an opportunity to join the chat about a

topic if you wish. I have completed a number over the last few years.
U3A Online, which originates from Griffith University, has a wide choice of courses, chat
rooms, and tutors are available by email. Individual membership is $30 per year.
https://www.u3aonline.org.au/
Virtual tours
Investigate virtual tours of cities, museums, palaces, etc. docs.google.com virtual field
trips is a site that would interest children too if you end up on grandparent duties. I found
out that Sumatran Tigers have unique stripe patterns to identify them like we have
fingerprints. You may have to check what time you visit. When I tried the Georgia
Aquarium the only camera that wasn’t turned off for the night was the piranha tank. Their
glowing eyes were quite spooky!

https://www.sheddaquarium.org/ has lots of information about the Chicago aquarium. I
liked the You-Tube videos. E.g. why are some animals slimy? Ultrasound of a Beluga
whale, followed by the antics of the baby Beluga.
Free out of print books
If you want to catch up on reading some classics, there are over 60,000 free ebooks at
http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/
Other boredom busting resources:
https://chatterpack.net/ A list of free, online, boredom-busting resources!
If you have feedback on any of these ideas or find other interesting sites email Erica at
pikee@bigpond.com ..
Toilet paper humour:
https://howmuchtoiletpaper.com/ Calculate how much toilet paper you need.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ia0bfWbOLjY Sammy J 'The ballad of the dunny roll'
Personal objective:
Learn to text using my thumbs like my grandchildren. I suspect the virus will be confined
well before I succeed!
Enjoy!
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